[Use of a low molecular weight heparin, CY 222, in the treatment of consumption coagulopathy].
Among the different treatments used for consumption coagulopathies, the most contested is classical heparin because of the risk of worsening of a hemorrhagic syndrome. A low molecular weight heparin was evaluated to determine possible improvement of this risk. Treatment with CY 222 (Choay) was administered over 2 years to 29 patients (mean age 40 years, range 15-74) with coagulation coagulopathies. Diagnosis was based on the presence of 3 of the following 5 signs: platelets less than 150,000/mm, fibrinogen less than 2 g/l, QT less than 50%, ethanol test positive, PDF greater than 20 micrograms/ml. Etiology could be classed in 3 groups: gravido-puerperal (12 cases), medical disorders (15 cases), post-traumatic (2 cases). Dosage was 150 U/kg every 18 hours subcutaneously. The usual symptomatic treatment included: transfusion of red cells, frozen fresh plasma, platelets and antithrombin III as necessary. A hemorrhage syndrome was present in 16 cases. The course of the disease was evaluated on clinical findings and surveillance of hemostasis parameters; anti-Xa activity was determined in 15 patients. Hemorrhage was arrested and biological values normalized in 22 patients (76%) including 15 (52%) survivors. In the 7 cases where the coagulopathy was not improved, the hemorrhagic syndrome persisted in 4. In the 22 successful outcomes, the hemostasis was corrected within 48 to 72 hours, with the exception of the thrombopenia, which persisted up to the 6th day. Mean anti-Xa activity was 0.32 +/- 0.16 anti-Xa U/ml. Results of this preliminary, non-randomized study show CY 222 to be as effective as heparin in the treatment of consumption coagulopathies.